
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Ste
 

From DG Frank O’Donoghue 

 

Aspects of Hope 

 

 
 

As is the case with all Lions Clubs, the 

focus of District Cabinet is moving 

from the current year to the new Lions 

year, which will commence in July 

2019, when DG elect Bernard Back will 

take office. The Handover will take 

place in Belfast on 13th July at the 

Wellington Park Hotel. The Handover 

will see the holding of the first Cabinet 

meeting of the new Lions year in the 

afternoon, followed by the Handover 

celebration in the evening. 

 

 Last Saturday saw the holding of the 

last of the four Cabinet Meetings for the 

Lions Year 2018/19. The focus was 

very much on looking forward but there 

are a number of Action Points that 

Clubs are asked to address as a matter of 

urgency. These Action Points are 

highlighted in this issue.  

 

 
 

One of the great pleasures of being 

District Governor is having the 

opportunity to recognize outstanding 

service by individual Lions. Last 

Saturday, I presented Certificates from 

the International President to Lions 
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Michael Clince [Swords& District LC] 

for his leadership of the ‘Message in a 

Bottle’; project (pictured below) and to 

and Brian O’Keeffe for his work with 

the Young Ambassador Award 

(pictured above). 

 

 
 

From the cabinet meeting, I moved to 

the Iveagh Gardens in the centre of 

Dublin, where Dublin Lions and UCD 

were holding ‘Hope Fest’– a BBQ event 

for the homeless of all ages. ‘Hope Fest’ 

was a great name for a festival where the 

emphasis was on enjoyment –with 

music and food and also a large number 

of personal services. These included 

barbers, five chiropodists; yoga, 

wellness and games for young and old. 

Over the three hours of ‘Hope Fest’ 267 

guests were welcomed. Particularly 

welcome were Brother Kevin of the 

Capuchin Day Centre and Sam 

McGuiness, ceo of The Simon 

Community. Congratulations to all 

involved from Dublin Lions and UCD 

for a great Festival of Hope. 

 

 
 

My Lions week brought me out of 

Dublin with a visit on Tuesday to 

Killarney Lions, where club president 

Ronan Doyle welcomed me. It was also 

good to be joined at the top table by club 

secretary Lawrence O’Keeffe, who is a 

long serving Cabinet member and 

treasurer Dermot Cronin who had only 

returned that evening from holiday and 

had come straight to the meeting. I had 

the privilege of presenting service 

chevrons to a number of members 

including club president Ronan. 

My Lions week concluded back in 

Dublin, where I joined a good-sized 

attendance for the Lions District under 

13 Football Competition game between 

Baldoyle FC [sponsored by Howth 

Sutton Club] and Templeogue FC  

[sponsored by Dublin Lions Club] The 

teams were well matched and were tied 



at 2-2 at full time. Neither extra time nor 

the regulation five penalties separated 

the teams. It took sudden death for 

Templeogue to emerge as winners. 

They will face Portlaoise or 

Monasterevin in the round of 16.  

 

It was 21.00 when a most enjoyable 

game concluded and I headed home. I 

felt that I had to decline the generous 

offer of cooling pizza from the Howth 

Sutton Lions team  –Zone Chair John 

who was joined by Martin, Mary and 

Blaney. The game was a great 

conclusion to a most enjoyable week.  

 

 
 

Action Points for Clubs  
 

Club Officers 2019/20: The Club 

officers [President, Secretary Treasurer, 

Membership and LCIF Officers] should 

be submitted to Lions International 

ASAP. The District Directory and the 

circulation of information depends on 

accurate completion of data [Club 

Secretary] 

 

Forgotten Children: To date only 25 

clubs have contributed to this project in 

Syria, which was agreed at Convention. 

It was agreed that each club will 

contributes €10 [£9] per member each 

year for five years, commencing in 

2018-19  [Club Treasurer] 

 

Lions Clubs Foundation [ LCIF] 

Clubs  have received information on the 

LCIF major appeal ’Campaign 100’. 

2018/9 is the first year of this appeal that 

every club is requested to support. 

[Club Treasurer] 

 

Club Accounts for 2017-18 Each club 

is required to submit annual accounts to 

the District Treasurer. The great 

majority of clubs comply with this 

requirement but some 20% do not. 

[Club Treasurer 

 

GDPR : Each Club should formally 

minute the adoption of  the      guidelines 

which have been tailored to the Clubs 

needs. [Club Secretary] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eight Nations for Irish Youth 

Programme 
 

 
 

Lions District 133 Discover Ireland 

Youth Exchange will commence on 

Saturday 22nd June and finish on the 

Saturday 6th July 2019.   To date 17 

seventeen young people (9 female and 8 

male) from eight different countries: 

Finland, Italy, India, France, Germany, 

Hungary, Turkey, Canada are planning 

to participate. 

 

Eoin O Neill, Youth Exchange  Inwards 

Coordinator, told Cabinet that an 

opportunity has also been created for 

two Irish young people to take part.   

Recruitment for these two places is 

underway.  

 Ashbourne Lions will assist with the 

transport from Dublin airport to DCU.  

  

The group will spend the first night in 

DCU and on the Sunday they will travel 

to Waterford and spend the next nine 

days at Riverwalk Student 

Accommodation.   On Tuesday 2nd July 

the group will travel back up to DCU for 

four more nights and depart on Saturday 

6th July.  

 Ashbourne, Dublin, Carrick on Suir, 

Carlow, Cork and Waterford Lions 

clubs are assisting the programme  

  

The programme will include walking, 

cycling on the Deise Greenway, drama 

workshop, art workshop,  sporting and 

outdoor activities, cultural activities,  

visits to Cork, Carlow, Dublin and a 

community service project.  During the 

stay, the young people will be involved 

in cooking a dish from their own 

country and they will also help with 

washing and cleaning up each evening.    

Each evenings the young people will 

make a presentation about where they 

are from and what it is like to live there.  

  

 

Ploughing Plans Progress 
 

The 2019 National Ploughing 

Championships will be held in 

Ballintrane, Fenagh, Co. Carlow from 

the 17th to the 19th September.  

 

Lions had a productive meeting with the 

directors of the National Ploughing 

Association and negotiations are 

continuing on securing a prominent 

location for the Lions pavilion. 

 



 DG Frank, with Lions John O’Donovan 

and Pat Connolly met IFA president Joe 

Healy, director general Damien 

McDonald, operations director James 

Kelly and Orlagh Ni Shasaigh, 

marketing manager to propose a 

partnership arrangement between 

District 133 and Lions. Further 

discussions are planned. 

 

MIAB Interest Grows 

 

 
 
Lion Michael Clince reports a 

resurgence of interest in Message in a 

Bottle, following a promotion  at 

Convention in Kinsale. 

 

He recently visited Tuam Lions Club to 

make a  presentation on MIAB to the 

local Emergency Services who were 

very interested in promoting the project. 

A large quantity of  packs has also been 

delivered to five locations of Dublin 

City Council Age Friendly.  

 

Tipperary County Council took delivery  

of  a pallet  (2285 Bottles) for 

distribution throughout County 

Tipperary area in April  

Belfast City Council has also ordered 

2880 bottles.  

 

St Michael’s House has agreed to take 

up to 5000 bottles of an order. They 

will, on an ongoing basis,  fill the bottles 

with fridge/door stickers and pro-forma 

information leaflets  

This will save an enormous amount of 

work for participating Lions Clubs.  

   

$11,000 for ‘Forgotten Children’ 
Since the District Convention in March, 

approximately $11,000 has been 

contributed by clubs to the Forgotten 

Children Appeal, (Syrian children in the 

Lebanese Safe Centres) almost half of 

the annual required amount to fund our 

commitment to this project.  

In addition Clubs have contributed 

almost $8,000 to LCIF, primarily 

towards the cyclone disasters in 

Mozambique, but which goes towards 

our Campaign 100 Appeal. This is a 

long way short of what is anticipated by 

LCIF. 

Carrick on Suir 50th 
 

President John McNamara of Carrick on 

Suir Lions Club  invites  fellow  Lions 



to attend a special Charter Dinner on 

June 15th at Carraig Hotel Carrick on 

Suir to celebrate 50 years of service to 

our local community .  

Tickets available from 

Stephanie  Keating at 087/110085 

 

Wicklow Entertainment Tour 
As part of their ongoing commitment to 

the local community, members of 

Wicklow Lions Club entertained the 

residents of Knockrobin Nursing Home 

in Wicklow. 

It was the first visit for the members to 

the recently opened nursing home and 

they have already received an invitation 

to return as soon as possible. 

Jackie and Sean Olohan encouraged the 

ladies and gentlemen in Knockrobin to 

sing along to their songs and they 

discovered some wonderful singers 

during the afternoon. 

Special guests for the afternoon Lions 

party were the BBH Community Centre 

Dance Troupe who performed beautiful 

dance routines and some lovely songs. 

The Lions will travel to Rathdrum on 

May 26 to bring a little joy to the 

residents of St Colman’s which is now 

an annual event and a highlight in a busy 

calendar for members. 

Lions from Wicklow will visit the 

Blainroe Nursing Home on June 9 for an 

afternoon of entertainment. 

 

Green Ribbon Month 
 

Members of Tullamore Lions Club are 

wearing the green ribbon for the month 

of May to show they are willing to start 

a conversation about mental health. 

 

 

 
 

 

Social Media Guide 

 
District 133 Social Media Officer Karl 

O’Broin has compiled a guide to social 

media which has been circulated to all 

club members. 

 

 

 
 



 
 

The guide deals with how to effectively 

use the various social media platforms 

as another method of getting the 

message about your club's activities out 

into the public realm. The use of 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram are all 

outlined as the major three social 

networks, and information is also given 

about the use of YouTube and 

WhatsApp.  

Says Karl: 

‘Social media is not meant as a 

replacement for the traditional methods 

that clubs use to promote 

events/services, but rather as an 

additional means of communication to 

complement your club's existing 

methods.  

A key message in this guide relates to 

the use of the correct emblems and 

colours to help market all Lions Clubs 

across the country as one brand. The 

document also deals with how to get the 

most out of social media for clubs, in 

terms of building awareness of 

upcoming events, generating funds and 

recruiting new members.   

I would ask clubs to 'tag' the Lions 

Ireland social media accounts in posts 

that clubs wish the District accounts to 

share. To do this, include the text 

@LionsClubsIreland in your Facebook 

posts, @LionsClubsIRL on Twitter and 

@LionsIreland on Instagram.  

If your club hasn't done so already, 

please look to appoint a Social Media 

Officer. This person doesn't necessarily 

have to be a computer genius, as the use 

of social media at a basic level is very 

manageable, even for those who are 

very new to it.  

 

I have requested that all clubs contact 

me directly to share the name and email 

address of their Social Media Officer / 

PRO, and I aim to contact them directly 

with any further updates. If your club 

hasn't done so to date, please encourage 

your PRO to do so.  

For any Lions members who haven't 

done so already, please engage with the 

Lions Ireland social media accounts as 

follows;  

 

www.facebook.com/LionsClubsIreland  

 www.twitter.com/LionsClubsIRL  

 www.instagram.com/LionsIreland 

 

 



Lion Ken Dryden, MJF.       
 

It is with sadness that Downpatrick 

Lions record the passing of their 

colleague, Lion Ken Dryden.  A 

member of the club for 34 years, he was 

a committed fund-raiser and his 

meticulously planned projects raised 

many thousands of pounds for charity.  

Ken held several positions, including 

president, and his contribution to 

Lionism was recognised with the award 

of a Melvin Jones Fellowship.  His 

willingness to help anyone in need was 

legendary and he will be sorely missed.  

Ken bravely fought a long final illness 

and we tender our sympathies to his 

wife Rosemary and their family. 

 

 

 

 

Car Collection for Rescuers 

 
Downpatrick Lions Club organised a 

very successful ‘Car & Coffee’ event at 

Downpatrick Racecourse, with eighty 

cars on show. Mourne Mountain Rescue 

were the main beneficiaries of the 

bucket collection and the crew turned 

up with their Rescue Land Rover. 

Pictured admiring David Bell’s Alfa 

Romeo are l-r: Miriam Hamilton, 

Aaron Cooper, Catherine Hamilton-

Cooper, Jonathan and  Charlie. 

 

 

 
 

 

‘Annie’s Song’ supports 

Lifeboats 

 

 
Members of Wicklow RNLI were 

delighted to receive a cheque for €2,100 

from Sean Olohan and Jimmy Balbontin 

the proceeds from a novel idea created 

by Sean . 



Wicklow Lions covered the total cost of 

manufacturing a replica of the local 

lifeboat Annie Blaker which has left 

Wicklow after 30 years of wonderful 

service.  

Over her thirty years service she has 

been launched 309 occasions, more than 

all the other Wicklow Lifeboats put 

together, and remains the last Tyne 

lifeboat in the whole RNLI fleet. She is 

the most successful lifeboat in 

Wicklow's history having rescued 409 

people. 

Sean has written a song called 

‘Goodbye Annie Blaker’ which is 

included on a USB stick in the shape of 

the lifeboat.  The limited edition is 

completely sold out and Wicklow Lions 

are proud to be  part of this very worthy 

fundraiser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sing at Trabolgan 

 
A rousing rendition of ‘Sing with the Lions’ 

is planned for the conclusion of the Lions 

Senior Citizens Holiday at Trabolgan. 

Already performed by composer Lion Sean 

Olohan at the 2018 International Convention 

in Las Vegas, the song has a catchy chorus 

which Lions travelling to Trabolgan are 

encouraged to learn and perhaps entice some 

of their guests to also sing along. 

Words and music have been distributed to all 

Lions Clubs. 

 
 

 
 

The words of the chorus are: 

Reach out we’ll be there like we have from 

the start 

And the end of each day keep our song in 

your heart 

No matter what country no matter what 

divide 

Sing with the Lions sing out with pride 

Lions will be there always close by your side 

 

 

At end of final chorus: 



Sing with the Lions-sing out strong – sing 

with the Lions- serve with a song 

Sing with the Lions-sing out strong – sing 

with the Lions-we serve with a song 

Dun Laoghaire plans 50th 

 

 
Fifty years since the inception of Dun 

Laoghaire Lions Club, President Eamon 

Teehan and membership sponsor Lion Larry 

Lohan welcome new member Lion Catriona 

Fogarty who was inducted at a March 

meeting of the Club 

 

 

Dun Laoghaire Lions Club celebrates 50 

years of service to the local community this 

year. President Eamon Teehan invites fellow 

Lions to attend the special anniversary 

Charter Dinner on Friday 7th June at the Royal 

Marine Hotel Dun Laoghaire. 

 

An auction and raffle will be held on the night 

in aid of Seán Cox, the Liverpool FC fan from 

Dunboyne who suffered life-changing 

injuries in a vicious and unprovoked attack 

prior to a Champions League match at 

Anfield last year. 

 

President Eamon says: ‘We would be 

delighted to see you on the night but if you are 

unable to attend you might consider making a 

donation to our fund-raising effort on behalf 

of Seán and his family’. 

 

Tickets for the formal dress dinner and 

reception are available from Club Secretary 

Lion Paddy Fitzgibbon, email 

paddyfitzg@gmail.com, price €50. 

 

Grant Deadline Extended  
The Service Grant Initiative deadline has now 

been extended to June 30. That means Lions 

Clubs have nine more weeks to recruit new 

members and qualify for this grant 

opportunity.  

Here is how the service grant works: 

• Add new members between April 1 and 

June 30 

• Clubs will have the opportunity to 

receive a special grant for all new Lions 

reported during between April 1 and 

June 30. 

• Apply for a grant beginning in July 

Officers of eligible clubs will receive the 

application via email in July to apply for a 

Service Grant for New Members, which 

awards a total of US$35 for each new member 

in two instalments on December 31, 2019 and 

June 30, 2020 club statements if new 

members stay active. Clubs become eligible 

to apply by adding new members who pay 

entrance fees between April 1 and June 30. 

mailto:paddyfitzg@gmail.com


Funds should be used to plan activities that 

will engage new members in service so they 

have a great on-boarding experience in your 

club. 

 
  

 Your Newsletter 

You can support your District 

Newsletter by: 

Sending us text and jpeg images of 

news about your club (NO pdfs please). 

Making sure your information reaches us by 

9am on Friday mornings.  

 

Reading the ‘Guide to Writing for the District 

Newsletter’ on the District 133 Website 

(www.lionsclubsireland.ie) 

Send your stories and images to 

fcorr100@gmail.com 

 

 

 

…That’s all for this week 
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